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Unsaturated early transition-metal coordination complexes for exploratory studies of reactivity;
activation of Group 15 elemental molecules; development of new inorganic functional groups;
unsaturated reactive transient molecules; new ways to transform small molecules (CO,, O,) that
are pertinent to renewable energy; uncovering new systems containing uranium-element
multiple bonds for comparison with transition-metal analogues; development of new reagents
and strategies for inorganic synthesis; detailed studies of key reactions with in-depth elucidation
of kinetic and thermodynamic parameters, as well as mechanistic nuances augmented with
computational chemistry predictions of structure and spectroscopic properties.

Ocean sailing near the coast of New England because “There is nothing—absolutely nothing—half
so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats”: Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the
Willows, Ch. 1.
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interests:
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Hobbies:

Me, myself, and I

I f I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be...Hennig Brandt, Alfred
Werner, and Sir Geoffrey Wilkinson.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be...a solar water still, a harpoon, and a global
position indicating radio beacon (GPIRB).

I f I wasn’t a scientist, I would be...a freelance writer. Aﬁge%ﬁdte
The most exciting thing about my research is...bringing into existence new molecules and knowledge. It Che...’...n.’..q

A good work day begins with...no meetings!

The secret of being a successful scientist is...to always seek the truth, being ever mindful that the data
are sacred and that there’s no such thing as a failed experiment as long as a question was tightly
formulated and answered convincingly.

The best advice I have ever been given is...“if you want to learn how to make molecules, go and work
with Schrock”—Peter T. Wolczanski.

| would have liked to have discovered...the first terminally-coordinated complexes of the diatomic AsS
molecule; in this quest Manfred Scheer got there before me.
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The part of my job which I enjoy the most is...working with enthusiastic students in the creative process
of discovery and invention.

M y favorite book is...”The Book of the Gloucester Fishermen” by James B. Connolly. The author presented on
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